Access to 
Information is a 
Fundamental Right 


Tamil Information 





NEWS BULLETIN OF 


THE TAMIL INFORMATION CENTRE No. 10 


MAY 1992 





SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES 


MILITARY SOLUTION 


The Sri Lankan government would use 
maximum force for the total annihilation 
of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) and after completely wiping out 
the militant group in this manner, would 
try to seek a political solution, according 
to the announcement made by Acting 
State Minister for Defence John 
Amaratunge during a visit to the Palaly 
camp. 


The announcement was made after Sri 
Lankan security forces launched a 
full-scale attack in the Jaffna peninsula 
and Mullaitivu on 28 May. Troops 
moved out of the camp and advanced 
with air support and three days later the 
army said that the town of Tellippalai 
had been captured. In Mullaitivu District, 
security sources say, that the coastal 
town of Alampil fell into army hands 
after heavy fighting. 


In Jaffna according to the LTTE 136 
soldiers were killed in the fighting and 
the army say over 200 Tigers died. The 
LTTE have accused the Sri Lankan 
airforce of indiscriminately bombing 
civilian targets, killing over 100 people. 
The Tellippalai Thurkaiamman temple 
and the adjoining orphans home were 
damaged in the bombing and five 
civilians who had taken refuge in the 
temple were killed. 


In airforce bombing at Vadamaratchy 
twelve civilians including three students 
of the Jaffna Technical College were 
killed. Large number of buildings in the 
Jaffna town, Inuvil, Chunnakam and 
Tellippalai were damaged. The Inuvil 
hospital, Tellipalai cooperative stores and 
the Chunnakam market were damaged in 
shelling from army camps. According to 
reports over 50,000 people have fled 
these areas and sought refuge in camps. 
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The Sri Lankan government appears to 
have taken a firm decision on a military 
solution. Prime Minister D.B.Wije- 
tunge’s statement that the ‘war will end 
in two months’ and that the ‘government 
was in possession of a secret weapon to 
finish the war’ is an expression of 
government intentions. On the other 
hand the LTTE has not shut the doors 
for negotiations. In a statement issued 
subsequent to army attacks in the north, 
the LTTE say the invitation to CWC 
leader S.Thondaman still stands. 


The decision to launch a ‘‘final 
offensive’’ although may have been 
taken earlier, it may not be a coincidence 
that the attacks came after the Indian ban 
on the LTTE on 14 May. The ban, 
observers say, followed demands by the 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalitha 
Jayaram in order to maintain her 
AIADMK party’s support for the ruling 
Congress (I) party in the Indian 
parliament. 


The ban on the Tigers was imposed 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act which provides for the 
examination of the Indian government’s 
decision by a Tribunal headed by a 
Supreme Court judge. The Tribunal must 
approve the decision and if approved the 
ban will be in force for two years. 
Thereafter the government must decide 
whether to continue the ban. 


Meanwhile the Special Investigation 
Team has filed a 1,044 page charge 
sheet against 40 persons including LTTE 
leader V.Prabhakaran and Pottu Amman 
said to be the intelligence chief of the 
Tigers. Twelve of these persons are 
already dead. India, it is said, has already 
demanded the extradition of the LTTE 
leaders from Sri Lanka. Presidential 


International Adviser Bradman 
Weerakoon said that Sri Lanka was 
prepared to cooperate but apprehension 
of the leaders may not be possible. 


Indian High Commissioner N Jha 
revealed India’s true intentions when he 
stated that the ban on the LTTE had 
international ramifications and Sn Lanka 
must confront realities before embarking 
on a political solution. The statement is a 
clear threat to Sri Lanka to refrain from 
any negotiations with the LTTE and 
indication that India wishes to be 
involved in Sri Lanka whether war or 


peace. 


The Indian ban on the LTTE, according 
to some observers, will not benefit India 
in the long term and may prove a 
disaster. Many organisations in Tamil 
Nadu support the LTTE and people 
support the cause of the Sri Lankan 
Tamils. Some organisations have already 
made it clear that under no circum- 
stances would they withdraw their 
support for the LTTE. Under pressure 
these organisations may go underground 
and destabilise Tamil Nadu in the future, 
these observers say. 


The Tamils must face realities and 
realise that the agendas of the two 
governments may not incorporate Tamil 
rights at any cost. Tamils must 
endeavour to solve their own problems 
through continued negotiation and 
cooperation within the community. 
Dependence on external forces for 
solutions will only end in disappoint- 
ment as has been proved on many 
occasions. External forces and sources 
can only facilitate negotiations but 
cannot provide solutions. 
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Language: The Heart of the matter 


The Sixteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution making Tamil an official 
language of Sri Lanka was certified on 
17 December 1988. However no 
tangible action has been taken to give 
effect to the constitutional provisions in 
the last three years. The Official 
Languages provisions Commission 
headed by Desmond Fernando, 
appointed to ensure implementation of 
the language of the Constitution has sent 
a questionnaire to ministry secretaries, 
department heads, Provincial Council 
secretaries and corporation chairmen. 
Some of the questions are as follows: 


* Ts action being taken on letters 
received in Tamil? 


* Are Tamil letters being answered in 
Tamil? 


* Are forms, notices and instructions 
displayed on notice boards for public 
viewing in Sinhala, Tamil and English? 


* Are oral explanations and instructions 
given in Tamil? 


* Is business transacted in Tamil with 
members of the public who wish to 
transact business in Tamil? 


* Where a Tamil person is entitled to 
receive a document is he provided the 
document in Tamil or a translation 
provided? 


Some of the problems facing the Tamils 
are explained by these questions. The 
Commission has also sought explanation 
where constitutional provisions have not 
been given effect. 


In government offices there is always a 
shortage of Tamil translators and Tamil 
stenographers and Tamil typewriters 
have not been provided to most offices. 
In 1991, Industries State Minister 
M.S.Sellasamy made representations on 
this issue to Public Administration 
Minister Festus Perera on several 
occasions. The usual reason given by the 
Public Administration Ministry is that 
the Treasury does not provide sufficient 
funds. Officers also say that only a very 
few Tamils apply for the jobs. 


But information on vacancies is always 
received late in the Tamil Homeland. 
National newspapers are not received in 
the North-East for the past two years. 
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Government gazettes are received only 
after several weeks of the closing dates 
for application. There will be more 
applicants if the information is published 
through Government Agents, Assistant 
Government Agents and Grama Sevakas 
(village headmen). 


In government and local government 
offices in the North-East, all communi- 
cation, including communication with 
the public is in English, despite the fact 
that Tamil stenographers, Tamil 
translators and Tamil typewriters are 
available in 90% of the offices. 
However, no action has been taken 
against those who ignore government’s 
stated language policy. 


Employees of government offices in the 
North-East are said to be prevented by 
officers in high positions from 
conducting office business in Tamil. 
These officers had been educated in 
English and employees under their 
charge are all dependent on them for 
annual wage increments and promotions. 
Meetings are conducted in English and 
minutes of meetings are in English. 


The Public Administration Ministry and 
the Official Languages Department - 
themselves are not implementing the 
language provisions, according to 
reports. Member of Parliament Joseph 
Pararajasingham stated at the beginning 
of the year that according to President 
Premadasa a Tamil would be appointed 
as additional Official Languages 
Commissioner. 


The government, while creating regional 
secretariats for decentralisation of public 
administration, is centralising the 
machinery for the implemetation of the 
language policy. Observers say that the 
appointment of an additional commis- 
sioner in Colombo would not make any 
difference. They say that power for 
implementation should be granted to 
secretaries of central government 
ministries, secretaries to Provincial 
Council ministries and the Pradeshya 
(regional) Government Agents to be 
appointed under the new decentralisation 
programme. 


It has also been suggested that those 
who prevent implementation of the 
language policy and those who fail to 
implement must be punished. 
Appointment of watchdog committees 
will also improve the situation. However, 
judging from past experience and the 
current actions of the present 
government, the constitutional 
amendment appears to have been to 
show to the international community that 
the government has taken effective 
measures in the sensitive language issue. 


The Official Language Act was enacted 
in 1956 making the Sinhala language as 
the only official language. The 
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam 
Agreement of July 1957 and 
Senanayake-Chelvanayakam Pact of 
March 1965 which contained language 
provisions, were unilaterally abrogated 
by the then governments. The 1958 
Tamil Language (Special Provisions) Act 
authorised the making of regulations for 
the use of the Tamil language. Since the 
Act did not contain enforceable right to 
use Tamil or mandatory provisions 
directing the use of Tamil, no regulations 
were made until 1966. These regulations 
were never put into operation because of 
protests, mainly from the Buddhist 
clergy. The 1972 Republican 
Constitution declared that the ‘‘Official 
Language of Sri Lanka shall be Sinhala’’ 
and this position was confirmed by the 
Constitution of 1978. 


If the constitutional and legal provisions 
relating to the Tamil language are to be 
implemented, the government must have 
genuine commitment. The government 
does not seem to have any commitment 
to solve the language question or the 
national problem. 


Speaking on the Official Language Bill 
in Parliament in June 1956 veteran 
Sinhalese politician Leslie Gunawardene 
said, ‘‘There is danger of the division of 
the country. If those (Tamil) people feel 
that a grave and irreparable injustice is 
done to them, there is a possibility of 
their deciding even to break away from 
the rest of the country’’. Leslie 
Gunawardene lived to see his prophetic 
words come true. 





UNIVERSITY OF 
JAFFNA AND 
UNIVERSITY OF 
TROMSO, NORWAY 
JOIN HANDS 


Co-operation between the University 
of Jaffna and University of Tromso ( 
Northernmost University in the World) 
has been initiated by Tamils living in 
Tromso (Norway). 


The Vice-Chancellor of the Jaffna 
University Professor A. Thurairajah 
visited Tromso in April and had 
discussions at the University of Tromso. 
An agreement has been reached to 
promote research co-operation, exchange 
of scholars and material support. 
Fisheries will be given top priority in the 
activities and an Action Committee has 
been set up for follow up work. 


During Professor Thurairajah’s visit, 
the Tamil Association of Tromso, Tamil 
Students and Academics Network in 
North Norway and Tamil Development 
Network of Norway had discussions 
about the role of Tamils in Norway in 
the rehabilitation and development of the 
Tamil Homeland and following decisions 
were reached: 


1) Tamils and Tamil Organisations 
will support grassroot oraganisations 
operating in the Tamil Homeland. 
Tromso Tamil Association will collect 
Rs 50,000 before the end of 1992. Prof. 
Thurairajah will assist in launching a 
suitable project. 


2) Tamils in Norway will buy one 
off-set printing machine to the 
University of Jaffna. This will cost Rs 1 
million . Tamil Association of Tromso 
has taken the responsibility of raising 
funds from Tamils in Norway. 


3) A ‘‘Newsletter’’ to link (Network) 
globally all interested organisations and 
individuals in rehabilitation and 
development in the Tamil Homeland will 
be launched. Tamil Development 
Network of Norway has taken the 
responsibility to implement this project. 


TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in May 1992 
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Puthumai Penn: London: International 
Federation of Tamils; 1992. 


18p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Women / Education 
/ Liberation / Struggle / I.P.K.F. 
SHR 659 


Joint ILO-UNHCR meeting on 
International Aid as a means to Reduce 
the need for Emigration: Refugees and 
International aid Sri Lanka: a case study 
by Malcolm Rodgers. Geneva: UNHCR; 
May 1992. 


44p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic Conflict / 


Migration / Relief-UNHCR / 
Peacekeeping / Repatriation. 


PB 

Ahathy: a Tamil magazine. 

London: Tamil Refugee Centre; May 
1992. 

8p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Refugees / Britain / 
India / Repatriation / Literature. 

PB 

GLARE Journal. 


London: The Greater London Action For 
Racial Equality; May 1992. 


15p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic Minorities / 
Volunteers / Police / Grants / 
Children / Education / Women / 
Prison 


GFL 250 


Long Term Funding: the future for grant 
aid by Kay Parkinson and Steven 
Phaure. London: London Voluntary 
Service Department; May 1992. 


BaP. 


DESCRIPTORS: Funds / Central 
Government / Local Government / 
Health / Private sector / Charities. 


OHR 76 

Foreign Report 

London: The Economist Newspaper 
Limited; March 1992. 

8p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Spies / Bulgaria / 
Taiwan / Arms sale / India / U.N.O. 


GFL 249 


Unitary Community Care Plan 
1992/1993 


London: Borough of Newham / 
Newham Health Authority / City and 
East London Family Health Services 
Authority. 


60p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Children / Families 
/ Mental Health / Drugs / Alcohol / 
Women. 


PB 
Sutantiratakam (a Tamil magazine) 


Norway: Tamil Co-ordinating 
Committee; 1992. 


32p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Tamil Homeland / 
Struggle / India / Tamil Language / 
Culture 


GFL 251 

Ampikaipakan, S. 
Vipulananthar ullam 

Jaffna: Vipulanantha Press;1976. 


DESCRIPTORS: Biography / Hindu / 
Education / Tamil / University / 
Literature. 


GFL 252 
Tambiah, H.W. 


Laws and Customs of the Tamils of 
Ceylon. Ceylon: Tamil Cultural Society 
Of Ceylon; 1954. 


180p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Caste / Jaffna / 
Trincomalee / Puttalam / Batticaloa / 
Dowry 
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MAY DIARY 





May 1 


MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS: Mass 
rallies and processions were held in 
Colombo and other towns to mark May 
day. The UNP rally was held at Galle 
Face Green while the combined 
opposition had its meeting at Campbell 
Park. The CWC celebrated in the 
hill-country at Kotagala and in the North 
the LTTE held its rally at the Jaffna 
University grounds. 


May 2 


DISAPPEARANCES: Batticaloa MP 
Joseph Pararajasingham in a telegram to 
the Prime Minister has complained that 
16 Tamil farmers arrested by the army 
have disappeared in Koppaveli. Relatives 
were concerned after the bodies of three 
of those arrested were found. The MP 
has also taken up the abduction of 12 
persons including women from the 
Diyawattuvan village. 


May 3 


MISSING IN THE HILL COUN- 
TRY: Ceylon Workers Congress 
Badulla representative M.S.Muthiah 
wrote to President Premadasa 
complaining that there was no 
information about the 14 Tamils who 
had disappeared in the hill country since 
August 1989. 


May 4 


SOLDIERS KILLED BY LTTE: 
Security sources reported a confrontation 
with the LTTE at Kokkuveli, Vavuniya 
in which 4 soldiers were killed and 7 
injured. Elsewhere, a LTTE member was 
reported killed by army sniper fire. 


May 5 


ARREST AND DETENTION 
ILLEGAL: The Supreme Court held the 
arrest and detention of P.Chandrasek- 
eran, V.Dharmalingam and Abdul Cader, 
all leading members of the Upcountry 
People’s Front, as illegal and directed 
that they should be released if indictment 
was not served in the Kandy High Court 
on 18 May. 


PASSENGERS ABDUCTED: 
Batticaloa MP Joseph Pararajasingam 
informed that complaints had been made 
to him by relatives of 6 Tamils who 


were abducted by an armed gang at the 
Valaichenai railway station. Appealing to 
the Superintendent of Police, the MP 
also sought his intervention in the threats 
posed to the Tamil residents of Eravur 
Division 5, Aarumuhathan settlement 
and Aiyankerni by the Muslim Home 
Guards. 


May 6 


NORWEGIAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVES: A four member Norwegian 
Human Rights delegation visited refugee 
camps in the Batticaloa area. Represen- 
tations were made to them on 
Tamil-Muslim reconciliation, disarming 
Muslim Home Guards, rehabilitation 
work and disappearances. The setting up 
of a Human Rights Office in Batticaloa 
was proposed by several organisations. 


May 7 


SOLDIERS AND TIGERS KILLED: 
JOC reported the destruction of a LTTE 
camp near Vakarai in Batticaloa resulting 
in the death of 4 Tigers and the capture 
of weapons, boats, medical and food 
stocks and fuel barrels. Soldiers 
returning after this operation were 
ambushed by the LTTE and 8 soldiers 
were killed and 5 injured. 


May 8 


ARMS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT: 
SLFP MP Wijemuni Soysa said in 
Parliament that by allowing direct 
aid-raising by local government 
institutions in north-east, arms flow into 
these areas from foreign countries will 
increase. 


May 9 


WELIKANDE MASSACRES: 
Presidential international affairs adviser 
Bradman Weerakoon announced that a 
three member committee was 
investigating the killings in Alanchipoth- 
ana, Muthugala and Karapola in April. 
The committee had already visited the 
affected villages and a report was 
expected within days. 


May 10 


TAMILS THREATENED: Tamil 
refugee who lived in Batticaloa since 
1990 and returned to the Iyankerni area 
in Amparai were threatened with death 


by armed persons, according to 
complaints made to the Batticaloa 
Government A gent. 


May 11 


SOLDIERS DIE: JOC reported that in 
a LTTE attack on the southern perimeter 
of Elephant Pass camp 8 soldiers were 
killed and 3 others injured. 


May 12 


ATTACK ON SOLDIERS: JOC 
reported the death of 5 soldiers and 
injury to 3 in an encounter with the 
LTTE in the Thanthirimalai area. 


FOOD RELIEF: According to the 
Rehabilitation Ministry, relief supplies of 
food and essential items were sent by 
lorries to Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi 
Districts. Each District received 220 
tonnes of supplies. 


May 13 


STUDENT PROTEST: Over a 
thousand students held a demonstration 
opposite the Kaluwanchchikudi police 
Station against arrest, detention and 
torture by security forces. The students 
were dispersed after a baton charge. 


May 14 


RELIEF TO DEPENDENTS: Thirty 
one persons received relief totalling Rs. 
500,000 (£6260) from the Rehabilitation 
Ministry. Beneficiaries were dependents 
of those killed, injured and affected by 
violence. 


ATTACK ON JAFENA: JOC 
spokesman Col. Sarath Munasinghe 
made it known at a press conference 
held at the Gramodaya Mandalaya that 
plans for an attack on Jaffna were ready 
and that action would commence at the 
opportune moment. 


May 15 


MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 
BATTICALOA: Transport to Vaharai 
was disrupted following military 
operations and clashes between the army 
and the LTTE were reported. People 
walked from Vaharai to Valaichenai to 
buy the food. 
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May 16 


CIVILIANS KILLED: THE JOC 
accused the LTTE of killing five 
civilians who were on their way to a 
place of worship from Kosgolla village 
in Amparai. The airmen at the Kosgolla 
camp were said to have inflicted heavy 
losses on the LTTE by helicopter fire. 


May 17 


AIR ATTACKS: Reports indicated 
bombing by two helicopters and a plane 
in the Sasthrikoolankulam and Mannar 
road areas. 


FIVE LTTE CADRES KILLED: 
According to a JOC report three LTTE 
men were killed in two separate 
incidents at Mylambaweli and 
Kurumanweli in the Batticaloa District. 
In a search operation in the Kaluwan- 
chikudi area at Batticaloa two LTTE 
members were killed according to the 
same report. 


May 18 


TEMPLE DEVOTEES DIE: Twenty 
three devotees were killed and 30 injured 
when a shell exploded in the midst of 
Hindu worshipers gathered at a festival 
at the Vattrapalai temple in Mullaitivu. 
This shell was one among 5 fired from 
the army camp two miles away. 
According to the temple trustees, 
information about the festival had been 
conveyed to the army through the Red 
Cross and the Government Agent. 


May 19 


SELECT COMMITTEE: The 
Parliamentary Select Committee on the 
ethnic question floundered when 
members of the opposition parties failed 
to attend a crucial meeting. This 
followed a dispute on the allotment of 
time for the opposition in parliamentary 
debates. The main opposition party, 
SLFP emphasized that this did not 
amount to their abandonment of faith in 
the Select Committee. 


LTTE LOSSES: The JOC reported the 
killing of 3 LTTE cadres in a clash at 
Unnichchai, in the Batticaloa District. A 
rifle, 120 rounds of ammunition and 6 
hand grenades were recovered from 
them according to the report. 
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May 20 


BODIES IN GUNNY BAGS: Three 
bodies tied up in gunny bags were 
washed ashore from the lagoon close to 
the Kallady bridge in Batticaloa. 
Batticaloa MP Joseph Pararajasingham 
brought this to the notice of the Defence 
Ministry and said that injuries on the 
bodies suggested assault. 


May 21 


SLFP WITHDRAWS FROM 
SELECT COMMITTEE: MP Nimal 
Siripala De Silva stated in Parliament 
that the central committee of the SLFP 
had decided to keep away from the 
Parliamentary Select Committee on the 
ethnic question. 


SKIRMISHES IN THE NORTH: The 
LTTE in two attacks on security forces 
caused the death of 8 soldiers and 
injuries to two others. Soldiers on patrol 
from Mannar to Vankalai were attacked 
resulting in the killing of 6 and ina 
clash at Manal Aru, two soldiers lost 
their lives. 


May 22 


APPEALS TO SLEFP : Tamil and 
Muslim political parties appealed to the 
SLFP to reconsider their decision to 
withdraw from the Select Committee on 
the ethnic conflict. ACTC, SLMC, 
PLOTE and EPRLF made fervent 
appeals to continue participation. 


May 23 


REFUGEES IN AMPARAI: 
Representatives of Tamil parties visited 
refugee camps in Amparai. There are 
20,498 refugees in camps and 10,447 
living with friends and relatives in 
Amparai District. 


May 24 


BOAT DEATHS: Eleven persons 
including seven women died when a 
boat carrying passengers from 
Manmunaiturai to Paduvankarai capsized 
in the Batticaloa lagoon. 


SOLDIERS INJURED: In a LTTE 
attack on the Thanthirimalai army camp 
in the Anuradhapura District 15 soldiers 
were injured. 





May 25 


MANAL ARU ATTACK: The LTTE 
attacked an army post in the Manal Aru 
area killing six soldiers and injuring 
three others. 


May 26 


REFUGEES IN BATTICALOA: 
Reports said that there were 9,826 
refugees in 27 welfare centres and 
66,098 living with friends and relatives 
in the Batticaloa District. In the 
Kalliyankadu camp over 40 persons 
were isolated when they contracted 
‘chicken pox. 


May 27 


FOUR ARRESTED: ICRC was 
informed about the arrest of four hill 
country youths in Madulsima. They had 
been working in Jaffna and had returned 
to Madulsima. The arrests were made 
when they informed the police of their 
return from Jaffna. 


May 28 


SHELLING IN JAFFNA: Indiscri- 
minate shelling on the Jaffna peninsula 
from army camps was reported. Palaly, 
Kankesanturai, Vasavilan and Elephant 
pass areas were affected by the shelling. 


May 29 


LANDMINE VICTIMS: Twenty nine 
soldiers were killed and ten others 
injured in a LTTE landmine attack at 
Vahaneri, west of Valaichenai in the 
Batticaloa District. Defence sources said 
that in army attacks that followed ten 
Tegers died. 


May 30 


LTTE ATTACK ON ARMY: The 
LTTE launched an attack on army 
bunkers at Thabaswila in Vavuniya 
killing two policemen and a soldier. 
Four soldiers and two policemen were 
injured. 

May 31 


FOREIGN POWER INTER- 
FERENCE: EPDP leader Douglas 
Devananda said in a report that a foreign 
power which opposed any solution to 
the internal problems of Sri Lanka was 
attempting to sabotage peace initiatives. 


eT 
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GOVERNMENT INCREASES DEFENCE LEVY 


The Sri Lankan government raised the 
““defence levy’’ and turnover taxes on a 
wide range of goods and services from 1 
May. The defence levy was increased 
from 1% to 3% in order to raise Rs 3 
billion (£37.5 million) for defence 
expenditure in addition to the 
unprecedented budget allocation of Rs 
15.4 billion (£220 million) for 1992. 


The defence levy will affect, according 
to the Ministry of Finance and Planning, 
all goods at the point of import or at the 
point of manufacture. The government 
also increased the price of diesel by -/50 
cents and prices of other items such as 
flour and bread are expected to rise. In 
1991, although defence expenditure was 
estimated at 11.8% of the total 
government expenditure, during the year 
it was increased by supplementary 
estimates. 


Vast amounts of funds are required by 
the government to maintain the massive 
military machine and it appears that with 
the announcement of a military solution 
to the national problem further funds are 
needed. There are 45,500 soldiers in the 
Army including 2,500 officers. The 
Navy has 6,400 ranks with 400 officers. 
The Navy now possess surveillance 
command ships, Chinese gun boats, 
Israeli attack craft, patrol vessels and 
landing craft. The Airforce has 9,600 
ranks with 600 officers and uses SIAI 
Marchetti. aircraft, Bell helicopters, Y8 
and Y12 Chinese transporters and 
AVROs. Recently Chinese supersonic 
aircraft were acquired which are 
currently causing heavy damage in the 
North. 


There are 40,300 policemen including 
6,000 officers. The Special Task Force 
has 2,000 specially trained officers and 
there are said to be 6,000 Home Guards. 
The government also has set up various 
bodies such as the National Intelligence 
Bureau (NIB) and the Bureau of Special 
Operations (BSO). The Sri Lankan 
security forces currently number over 
109,000. 


The increase in the number of the 
security forces and the defence 
expenditure has resulted in the diversion 


of provisions for development and social 
welfare. According to the World 
Development Report (1989) of the 
World Bank, defence expenditure for 
1987 was 9.6% of total government 
expenditure while expenditure on 
education and health were 7.8% and 
5.4% respectively. UNDP’s Human 
Development Report (1990) says that in 
the period 1985-87, 1.2 million people 
were without access to health services 
and 10 million people had no access to 
safe water. 


In the period 1980-88, 0.6 million 
children were without education and 0.7 
million children suffered from 
malnutrition. The infant mortality rate 
for children under five years of age was 
43 per 1000 live births. 


The government has failed to introduce 
remedial measures in vital matters of 
health and education and seems 
unconcerned about deterioration in these 
services. Reports say that public 
hospitals are in a dangerous state of 
neglect with upto 40 essential drugs and 
injections being out of stock for more 
than one year. Doctors have said that 
due to lack of drugs in public hospitals, 
poor patients were forced to buy drugs 
from pharmacies. 


Vital sectors of the economy have also 
been neglected or are being ruined by 
political interference. In the rubber 
industry, production of natural rubber 
fell by 30% in 1991. Around 3,000 acres 
of rubber land had not been replanted 
after old trees were uprooted. 


President Premadasa has announced that 
200 garment factories will be opened in 
the countryside. The garment industry 
grew in 1991 by 16% and export of 
textile increased by 27%. Economists 
say that implementing President 
Premadasa’s plan would spell doom to 
the industry, as cost of production would 
increase and investers would move to 
other locations. 


Sri Lankan government may be satisfied 
by the fact that the IMF would now 
release $75 million second tranche of the 
$450 million loan under the Enhanced 
Structural Adjustment Facility. The US 


government has granted $7.3 million to 
develop and expand private agro 
enterprises. These loans and grants will 
indirectly be spent on the war effort in 
an attempt to ensure continuance of the 
present government in power. 





FALL IN THE 
NUMBER OF 
ASYLUM 
SEEKERS 


British Home Secretary Kenneth Clarke 
said in the House of Commons that the 
government would look at the Asylum 
Bill more widely and reflect on some of 
the debates in the House of Lords. 
Meanwhile reports say that asylum 
applicants in Britain have fallen by 60% 
this year. In 1991 there were 44,745 
applications for asylum. In the first four 
months of 1992, only 6,625 people have 
applied. Home Office predicts that there 
will be only 19,000 applications this 
year. 





NO REMEDY 
FOR 
VIOLATIONS 


United States human rights organisation 
Asia Watch in its report ‘‘Human Rights 
Accountability in Sri Lanka’’ says that 
people in Sri Lanka faced serious 
difficulties in 


protesting against human rights 
violations by the State. A number of 
measures taken by the government to 
improve the human rights situation have 
not had any effect. The report provides a 
detailed analysis of the reforms 
undertaken since October 1990. 
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DEATH 
CERTIFICATES 


Applications for the issue of death 
certificates in respect of those killed in 
violence, lie unattended for many years 
at the Valaichchenai-Vaakarai AGA 
division in Batticaloa. The dependents of 
those killed are unable to claim any 
benefits without death certificates. The 
citizens’ committee has made complaints 
and has called for the speedy disposal of. 
applications. 


RELIEVE HOME 
GUARDS 


A central committee member of the 
National Workers Congress has called 
for the replacement of Home Guards 
with police officers in the Batticaloa 
District. He made the demand after a 
visit to the refugee camps where several 
complaints were made by refugees about 
Home Guard atrocities. 


MALNUTRITION 


At a seminar held at the Jaffna 
teaching hospital, the medical officer of 
health said 60% of the infants and 90% 
of the mothers living in 12 refugee 
camps suffer from malnutrition. Almost 
all pregnant women were underweight 
and 50% of them suffered from 
malnutrition, he added. 





FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS 


The Supreme Court heard the 
fundamental rights application of 
Bastiampillai Amirthakumar from 
Mannar, a driver with the French 
humanitarian agency, Medecins Sans 
Frontieres. The applicant, now in 
detention at the Colombo Magazine 
prison alleges torture subsequent to his 
arrest by the army on 22-11-91. 


TAMIL 
LIBRARIAN 


It is reported that there is no librarian 
with a knowledge of Tamil at the 
Colombo museum library. Public access 
is not possible to the vast number of 
records available at the library as the 
librarians do not know Tamil and are 
unable to trace them. 





VAKARAT 
OPERATION 


Due to a search operation by the army, 
following an LTTE attack in the area, 
Vakarai remains isolated. People who 
escaped from Vakarai and walked to 
Valaichchenai reported an acute shortage 
of food in the area. 





CHOLERA IN 
MANNAR 


Spread of cholera was reported from 
Mannar Island and hundreds have 
sought treatment and two children died 
of the disease at Pesalai. Diarrhoea was 
also rampant in the area according to 
reports. 





TAMILS CHASED 
OUT 


Thirty Tamil families in the Pelawatte 
state plantation were beaten and chased 
out of their dwellings. State Minister 
M.S. Sellasamy has drawn the attention 
of the Defence Secretary to this incident. 
Residents of adjoining villages had 
attacked the Tamils after a Tamil worker 
was remanded in custody following the 
murder of the wife of an officer on the 
estate. 


NORWEGIAN 
VISIT 


The First Secretary of the Norwegian 
Embassy in Colombo visited Jaffna 
recently. After meeting several members 
of the public, the First Secretary 
inspected the damage caused to 
buildings within the Jaffna municipal 
limits. 





REFUGEE 
CAMPS 
OVERFLOWING 


The refugee camps at Veppankulam 
and Thandikulam are overflowing as a 
result of continuous arrival of returning 
refugees from India and camp conditions 
are deteriorating as officials are refusing 
to allow refugees to return to homes in 
LTTE - controlled areas. Vanni MP 
K.P.Kuganeswaran has appealed to 
President Premadasa to halt sending 
refugees from Trincomalee to Vavuniya. 





RAMAKRISHNA 
MISSION 
ORPHANAGES 


The Ramakrishna Mission in Batticaloa 
maintains three orphanages in the 
District. There are 218 children in the 
three orphanages, 101 of them being 
female children. One hundred and 
fourteen children are fully maintained by 
the Mission, 89 are partly paid for by the 
Probation Department and 15 are partly 
maintained by the Eastern Human and 
Economic Development (EHED). In the 
three homes there are 53 children who 
have lost both parents, 128 who have 
lost their fathers and 10 who have lost 
their mothers. The parents of 80 children 
had met violent deaths. 
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The Tamil Information Centre has made an appeal for 
funds to launch its ‘‘Tamils International 
Who is Who’”’ Project. 


This is a project under the Centre’s 
initiatives on Community Development 
Programmes. It drives at collecting, 
assessing and utilising the Tamil human 
resources scattered across the world, in 
the interests of the Tamil community in 
general and suffering Tamil civilians in 
Sri Lanka in particular. In short, the 
project signals the Centre’s determina- 
tion to be committed to the social and 
economic development of our traditional 
homeland. 


It is this belief on the part of the 
Centre that has prompted the present 
need to systematically collect 
information on the Tamil human 
resources the world over - an effort 
which will allow the Centre to perform 
better work for the relief of Tamils now 
in Sri Lanka. 


Worldwide in its coverage, the 
proposed Directory is envisaged to 
contain about 10,000 entries of diverse 
backgrounds, based on the information 
collected through a purpose-designed 
questionnaire. Once accomplished, the 
significance of the Directory may be said 
to reside in: 


(a) its being the first significant source 
of biographical information on the 
achievements and potentials of Sri 





Lankan Tamils the world over, thus 
offering an invaluable reference service 
to institutions and individuals engaged in 
a variety of enterprises; 


(b) its serving as a source of pride and 
inspiration to the present and future 
generations of the Tamil community, 
thus propelling them to greater efforts 
towards similar achievements in their 
own fields of interest; 


(c) its being a binding force to have 
Sri Lankan Tamils united at least 
emotionally, thereby encouraging them 
towards preserving their community 
identity; 

(d) its enabling the Tamil Information 
Centre and interested other organisations 
and individuals to identify, assess and 
utilise the hitherto hidden Tamil human 
resources for the benefit of the Tamil 
community at large, with conferences 
and seminars organised with wider 
contacts; 


(e) its contribution to bringing out the 
true image of the Tamil community as a 
whole, particularly at a time when it is 
shrouded in a maze of distortions by 
unfortunate political events; 


(f) its being, above all else, a tribute to 
the efforts Tamils have put into 
increasing their potentials and 
achievements, thus sustaining the image 
of the Tamil Community in the 
international arena. 


With an editor and an editorial board 
being identified, the progress of the 
project has been hampered solely by lack 
of sufficient funds. The TIC has 
therefore decided to launch a fund 
raising appeal among potential 
wellwishers and supporters of the project 
for their monetary contributions 
theretowards. 


Should you need any further 
information on the nature of the project, 
please do contact- 


The co-ordinator 

Tamils international: Who is Who 
Tamil Information Centre 

720 Romford Road 

London E12 6BT 

(United Kingdom) 

Tel. 081 5146390 


REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


IN THE TAMIL HOMELAND 


Tamil Development Network of 
Norway has secured funding from the 
Norwegian Agency For International 
Development (NORAD) to publish a 
book to provide information about the 
need for Norwegian support for 
Rehabilitation and Development in the 
Tamil Homeland. 


The intention is to create greater 
awareness of the problems in the Tamil 
Homeland and the need for urgent 


assistance from the people, NGOs and 
the state. Tamil Development Network 
of Norway will distribute the publication 
to government Members of Parliament, 
political parties, peoples organisations 
and others concerned and lobby for fund 
-raising. 


Tamil Development Network of 
Norway is interested to contact persons 
who are able to contribute for the 
publication. Interested readers may 
please contact Mr.Sivarajah, Tamil 
Development Network, Sondre Tollbugt, 
2,9008 Tromso, Norway. 
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Tamil Information is published by Tamil Information Centre, Thamil House, 
720 Romford Road, London E12 6BT. Tel: 081 514 6390 


SUBSCRIPTION : UK - £6.00 


All Other Countries - £10.00 
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